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Developing your children 
to be successful students

 

DEAR FAMILIES,

Homework has had both ‘good’ and ‘bad press’. The ‘bad 
press’ is that homework you get might be irrelevant to 
your child’s level of skill and interests. If that is the case, 
talk to the teacher, and negotiate what homework has to 
be done because your child is part of the class, and what 
homework can be done instead to help your child practice 
skills they need to develop. 

The ‘good press’ is that relevant homework does help 
your child learn at school. If your child hasn’t got any 
homework, it is a very good idea to create some together 
with them. Why? Bull, A., Brooking, K., & Campbell, R. 
(2008) completed a report to the Ministry of Education 
called Successful home-school partnerships, which has 
shown that families who help their child at home are 
making a positive difference in how well they perform in 
the classroom.  

Most people who become an expert at something, have 
practised it many, many times. Homework gives children 
another chance to practise the skills they are learning at 
school, and to transfer that learning into their long-term 
memory so they can learn easier and faster in class. 

Tips:

Practise a mix of maths, reading and writing skills. People 
often include reading, but not always writing and maths. 
All three are important. 

Rote learning is vitally important when learning and 
remembering important facts and skills. Include daily 
revision of important skills and facts. 

Keep tasks brief and easy enough so that the homework 
time is achievable for both of you. Sometimes we make a 
big deal about a new habit (such as exercise) then we drop 
it because we asked too much of ourselves. Make regular 
homework possible for your family by keeping it easy 
and brief enough for you both to feel comfortable and 
confident. 

Give your full attention to the homework and your 
child as often as you can during homework time. Then 
they learn that homework is the number one priority after 
school in your house.  

First homework then play. Homework is often put off 
until late, especially if you are working as well and/or have 
several children. I suggest that your child comes home, 
eats and drinks something, has a quick jump and run 
about, then sits down and does their homework before 
they relax completely. 

Make homework an easy time for you too. Combine 
important chores with helping your child do homework. 
Perhaps they get a drink and lay out the work while you 
start dinner, or they can read for 10 minutes first, or write 
another 10 minutes of their story, or complete the revision 
maths you have ready for them. 

Monitor often so they stay focused. Time them and 
expect a certain amount done. If you are not sitting 
with them, check unexpectedly and often that they are 
working. Have immediate consequences ready for lack of 
work and focus. 

To have ideas at your fingertips, buy my guide on how to 
coach your child to become an excellent student.

Check out my recent posts on homework. I’m writing a 
book at the moment, and sharing my ideas in my blogs, 
so subscribe to get them if you like, and you will follow 
my writing progress. I’m currently in chapter three, and 
enjoying myself. There is a link on the LHS of the website.
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