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Developing your children 
to be successful students

 

DEAR FAMILIES,

Dear families,

This is my spring newsletter to you. Where I live in the 
southern hemisphere I’m enjoying the sun’s growing 
presence as it rises earlier and sets later. I hope that you 
and your children are all well and that you have recovered 
from any nasty flues, or better yet, you just avoided 
getting sick. 

Is your child struggling to learn to read and spell? 
Perhaps they need more practise with letter-sound 
skills (phonics). Try something fun! Play The Weird 
Word Game with them. Children love playing games 
they have a 50/50 chance of winning- especially when 
playing an adult. Buy the fun Weird Word Game at                                          
www.excellyourchild.com

Check up regularly on your child’s progress, and if 
you think they are struggling, help them! Share this 
newsletter with people who want to help their children. 

Practice makes perfect! This newsletter addresses the 
crucial importance of practice, practice, and more practice 
when mastering maths. Over-learning, rote learning, and 
revision are words that have gone a little out of fashion 
the last years - to our children’s detriment. I often work 
with older students who don’t ‘just know’ their number 
facts, and who have come to dislike and even fear maths. 
They might still count up and back quickly when adding 
and subtracting, or not know their tables well, or be 
unable to add and subtract fractions and decimals. These 
students also find algebra and geometry problems difficult 
to master. They can’t easily use a calculator for every 
simple calculation when solving more complex problems.

Don’t rely on schools to do all the work! Schools don’t 
always have the time to give every child enough practice 
to become fluent and accurate with basic maths skills. So 
supporting your child by regularly revising basic facts and 
skills is often crucial for their future mastery of maths at 
intermediate and high school. They might even enjoy and 
get to LOVE maths!

Here are some ideas from my website to help you 
help your child. I also included a link for the number 
framework book that describes the number stages used 
in New Zealand, so you can see which stage your child is 
working in and what you can do to help them. I believe 
you should move through Stage Four (counting up) as fast 
as possible. But stay as long as you need on Stage Five 
where they master addition and subtraction facts. I work 
quickly towards Stage Five with even quite young children 
now. Although most of the information on this website 
is for teachers, parents I work with find the number 
framework book easy enough to understand and use.

The following tips can be used to develop any skill that 
your child needs, and will help you support your child 
consistently and respectfully, even if they learn slower 
than you expected.

1. Keep checking and rechecking your child’s basic skills 
and be prepared to revise skills you thought they had 
mastered, until they do.

2. Respond calmly and without disappointment if they 
continue to use the old unhelpful strategies. Just give 
them lots of practice with the new more helpful strategies 
you are teaching them until they use them automatically. 

3. Walk in their shoes for a moment. Remember when 
you were learning a new skill. Perhaps you too needed 
more practice to learn that skill than you thought you 
would need.
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